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A FOOTNOTE IN HISTORY 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Mark 6:14-29 

The Death of John the Baptist 

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the 

Baptist[c] has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at 

work in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like 

one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 

beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and 

bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had 

married her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have 

your brother's wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put 

him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 

righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly 

perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

 

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles 

and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias's 

daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said 

to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed 

to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she 

went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of 

John the Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, 

saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 

26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did 

not want to break his word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner 

with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and 
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brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

Matthew 25:34 

Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father. 

Take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

 

 

 

I think we might feel an awkward sympathy for this man who had John beheaded. He 

was called king, but he was never a king. On the other hand, Your Father has made 

you kings and queens, a royal priesthood, promising you a crown of everlasting life, 

designating you as heirs of the reign He has prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. This man’s father was also a king. His father was King Herod, but the title of king 

was never officially bestowed upon this son of his. People called Herod Antipas king, 

but that was not his title. He should have been a king. He should have had power, but 

he was powerless. He should have held a prominent place in history. Instead, he 

became just a footnote in history. Something about that makes us awkwardly 

sympathetic towards him. 

 

The way we might feel toward one particular baseball player. Last baseball season, 

the Royals had a right fielder from Japan, named Nori Aoki. The MLB has had a 

number of Japanese ballplayers, Ichiro Suzuki, Hideki Matsui, Daisuke Matsuzaka, 

going back to when Hideo Nomo entered the league in 1995. But Hideo Nomo wasn’t 

actually the first Japanese player to play in the major leagues. That honor goes to 

Masanori Murakami. Never heard of him? Well, in 1964, while under contract to the 

Nankai Hawks in Japan, he became part of a cultural exchange program with the San 

Francisco Giants. He began to pitch for their minor league team in Fresno, California. 

On August 30, 1964, he was called up to join the Giants in New York. Two days later, in 

a game with the Mets he was sent in as a late-inning reliever. He was so impressive he 

pitched eight more games that season and 45 games the next season. He was on his 

way to becoming a star. So, why have you never heard of him? Well, the Nankai 

Hawks started a nasty dispute over his contract. He was powerless to fight it and had 

to return to Japan to play for the Hawks. And Masanori Murakami became a footnote 

in history. 
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If we feel sympathy for him, we might feel some sympathy for Herod Antipas, as 

awkward as that may be. Sure, he was responsible for John the Baptist’s death. But 

considering that he could have been such a strong person, Herod Antipas never 

became a star, never became a king. He became a footnote in history. He should 

have been powerful. Instead, he was powerless. 

 

He had been given almost total control over the region of Galilee. But he was so 

overly concerned about what others thought of him, it made him powerless. He was so 

fearful of what others thought of him, that he did things he did not want to do. He did 

not want to have John arrested. He liked hearing John preach. But John was 

preaching that Herod Antipas shouldn’t be married to his brother’s wife. What awful 

thoughts might people have about him now, so he had John arrested to shut him up! 

He did not want to have John executed. But he had made a public promise to his 

own stepdaughter, Salome. What would others think if he didn’t keep his promise to 

her? So he had John beheaded as she requested. A few years after this, he did not 

want to go to Rome and ask for the title of king. Sure, his father had been a king. But 

he, Antipas, already had almost total control of Galilee, and he knew how dangerous 

the politics were in Rome. But His wife Herodias wanted him to go there. So, he went.  

Not only did the emperor not give him the title of king, he stripped Herod Antipas of all 

authority and sent him into exile in France. Herod Antipas became just another 

footnote in history. For such a potentially strong person, Herod Antipas was powerless. 

 

In some strange way, then, we may feel sympathy for him. Because we know how it 

feels to be powerless. We like to think of ourselves as strong. We like to feel power over 

our lives. We like the sense of having almost total control over our lives. We like to be 

able to decide for ourselves what we want to do, not merely what someone else thinks 

we should do. But as we get older, we lose that power and control. We may lose 

control over what we hear. We may lose control over whether or not to wear a 

hearing aid. As our ability to hear diminishes, we have no choice but to wear an aid or 

risk not hearing things we’re trying to hear. Those of us getting to that age can think of 

a number of ways in which we gradually lose strength, lose power, lose control, 

bringing at times a feeling of powerlessness.  
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But you don’t have to be getting older to feel powerless. My wife Linda recently broke 

her right foot in three places, making it necessary for her to wear a boot. For the last 

few weeks she’s only been able to be the passenger, never the driver of her car. She’s 

not been able to just get in the car and go whenever she wants. She’s been 

dependent on others and had to wait on me to pick her up from work when I’ve not 

been prompt. Injury, illness, circumstances can cause any of us to lose some control 

over our lives and to feel powerless. Finding ourselves doing things we do not want to 

do.  

 

So, in some awkward way we feel sympathy for Herod Antipas’ powerlessness. But 

even more so we may feel sympathy for him for another reason. Un his personal life, in 

Herod Antipas’ personal story, Jesus never became more than a footnote. For him, 

Jesus was just a magician or a pawn to be played in his political games against 

Pontius Pilate. That’s sad. But by God’s grace, through the faith the Holy Spirit has 

given you, Jesus is so much more than a footnote in your story. Jesus is your king. The 

risen Savior is your brother, children together of the same heavenly Father. The risen 

Savior made you heirs with Him of the reign of God that will have no end. The risen 

Savior has made it possible for you to be king or queen. 

 

He did it by accepting an empty title. Above Jesus’ head at the top of the cross 

Pontius Pilate placed a title. The very title Herod Antipas had always wanted. But 

considering Jesus was hanging from a cross at the time, the title Pilate gave Him was 

an empty one. It carried no power. Indeed, Jesus had set aside His power. Jesus made 

Himself powerless, like we sometimes feel, like we sometimes are. Jesus could have 

called a legion of angels to fight on His behalf. Instead, He allowed Himself to be 

arrested as John had been. As John had bowed his head to his executioner, so Jesus 

gave His hands to be nailed. Jesus made Himself powerless so that you are given the 

title of kings and queens. The heirs of God’s reign. A royal priesthood. A crown of 

everlasting life awaiting you.  
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Those are no empty titles. You will feel powerless at times, your life out of control, but 

your life is never beyond the control of your King. You will never slip through the fingers 

of King Jesus. You will never be just a footnote in history.  

 

Masanori Murakami may be considered a footnote in history, but there’s a fan page 

dedicated to him on Facebook. Japanese-Americans say it’s important that someone 

who looks like them played a professional sport. For them, Murakami holds the title of 

being the first Japanese person to play in the major leagues.  

 

You too hold a title, and it’s not an empty one, because the title Jesus now holds is not 

an empty one. Jesus is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. As His fellow heir, 

your prayers are heard by the Father. You are loved by God.  

 

On the Last Day, on the day of resurrection, the King of kings and Lord of lords will say 

to you, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father. Take your inheritance, the kingdom, 

the reign prepared for you since the creation of the world.”  

 

Amen 

 


